Improving Vital Status Data Using Text Searches.
OBJECTIVE: To identify missed deaths in the New York State Cancer Registry database and correct the vital status code. METHODS: The SEER*DMS SQL data search feature was used to identify cases which were potentially miscoded based on key words in the pathology and remarks text section of the abstract and the vital status coded. RESULTS: The SEER*DMS SQL data search feature allowed for miscoded vital status cases to be easily identified and corrected in our database. CONCLUSIONS: Improving the quality of the data being used for analysis, despite the quantity of changes being made, will in time generate more accurate survival statistics for the state of New York.